FROM THE CITY MANAGER’S OFFICE
For the week of August 12, 2019

Inside the city

Information on latest happenings, items of interest.

To see events posted on the city wide calendar please visit our website.

Council follow-up

Resolution of action items or requests from previous meetings.

Commerce City and surrounding sites remain closed due to plague
On August 1, Tri-County Health Department recommended closure of numerous sites in Commerce City due
to plague-carrying fleas affecting the prairie dog colonies. The areas below remain closed and the prairie
dogs’ holes continue to be treated with insecticide to kill any fleas that could transmit the disease to prairie
dogs, humans and pets.
These areas remain affected until further notice:
•
•

•

In Commerce City, the Prairie Gateway Open Space remains closed along with the vacant fields
located at the corner of E. 56 Ave. and Quebec St. and E. 56th and Valentia St.
The Rocky Mountain Arsenal National Wildlife Refuge remains closed to public visitation as staff
continue to assess the scope of impacted areas and implement the refuge’s prairie dog management
plan. In addition, First Creek at DEN Open Space, adjacent to the Rocky Mountain Arsenal National
Wildlife Refuge, has closed as a precaution.
Dick’s Sporting Goods Park has restricted cars to asphalt parking areas.

All sites remain closed and are assessed on a weekly basis to determine a tentative timeline for reopening.
Our highest priority is the health and safety of our residents. Based on information received from public health
organizations, the risk for plague remains low. There are no known human cases at this time, but people
should be aware of the common symptoms of plague – fever, swollen and tender lymph nodes, chills, and
extreme exhaustion and contact their health care provider if they show signs of symptoms.
Tri-County Health Department continues to monitor these locations and other prairie dog colonies in
the region. Commerce City continues to work closely with the refuge, Tri-County Health Department, the
Denver Department of Public Health & Environment, and other community partners to provide updates.
For more information, visit the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) website at
www.cdc.gov/plague.

For more information, contact City Manager Brian McBroom, or Deputy City Managers Troy Smith and Roger Tinklenberg.

FROM THE CITY MANAGER’S OFFICE
For the week of August 12, 2019
Oil and Gas Update
Attached please find the current oil and gas update. Additional information can also be found on the city’s
webpage.
City Council Work Schedule
Attached please find the current city council meeting schedule.

For more information, contact City Manager Brian McBroom, or Deputy City Managers Troy Smith and Roger Tinklenberg.

Monday August 5, 2019
Prairie Dog/Plague Update

Information from Davis Lucas with USFWS at RMANWR:
STATUS:
There is a lot of uncertainty, but it appears the spread of plague has been limited to the southwestern
portion of the Rocky Mountain Arsenal (mostly west of Havana Street and south of 80th Avenue). We
have almost complete die-offs in the prairie dog colonies near the Visitor Center and south of Lake
Ladora. We are hopeful that early detection of this event may prevent a massive die-off, but there is no
way to know at this time.
WHAT HAS BEEN HAPPENING?:
o

USFWS Staff worked very hard to apply an insecticide (DeltaDust) along all trails inside
the Rocky Mountain Arsenal. This insecticide should work to kill the fleas responsible
for carrying the bacteria that causes plague.

o

Staff have also created a buffer of insecticide around the large prairie dog colony in the
northeast portion of the refuge, which is home to our black-footed ferrets. Crews will
continue working to apply the insecticide throughout this large prairie dog colony.

o

This morning we sampled for fleas along the trails. While there are not a ton of fleas
present, there are still some alive in these burrows.

WHEN ARE WE GOING TO REOPEN THE REFUGE?:
RMA staff will be working with the regional office today (8-5-19) on that decision. There are pros and
cons to various options. We will certainly let everyone know as soon as possible.
WHAT ABOUT WORK AND MEETINGS AT THE REFUGE?:
Fleas that carry the bacteria responsible for plague are mainly found inside the prairie dog burrows. They
are not in parking lots, sidewalks, and inside of our office buildings. We recommend that all office work
continue as normal. Field crews should stay out of plague affected prairie dog colonies (mainly southwest
corner of the Rocky Mountain Arsenal and Commerce City lands outside the main entrance). Field crews
should increase efforts to keep insects off of themselves (especially in and around prairie dog colonies).
Make sure to spray DEET on your socks and legs, which many people don't do on a regular basis.

COMMERCE CITY STATUS REPORT:
The Prairie Gateway Open Space north of the Civic Center is still closed to visitors and plague warnings
have been posted. The timeline for re-opening the area has yet to be determined. City staff will continue
to coordinate with the RMA and Tri-County Health Department on a timeline for reopening the areas.
Dick’s Sporting Goods Park still has dirt parking lots to the south of the stadium closed and posted as
well. Tri-County Health Department will continue to monitor conditions and will coordinate with DSGP
staff to determine a timeline for re-opening the lots.
On Monday August 5th, 2019 City staff inspected the Second Creek Open Space corridor from 81st
Avenue to 108th Avenue and observed no noticeable signs of prairie dog die off or any other signs of the
plague. Staff will continue to monitor City open space areas adjacent to the RMANWR for any signs of
the plague in prairie dog colonies.

Plague
What is plague?

What are the symptoms of plague?

Plague is a bacterial disease caused by, Yersinia
pestis. Although rare, plague occurs throughout
the western United States. Most human cases
occur in New Mexico, Colorado, Arizona, and
California. Plague is a very serious illness. Early
diagnosis and treatment can ensure the best
outcome.



How do people get plague?


Bites of infected fleas
 Touching or skinning infected
animals (such as prairie dogs,
squirrels, rats, and rabbits)


Inhaling respiratory droplets from the cough
of a person or animal (especially sick cats)
infected with pneumonic plague.

Symptoms usually occur 1 to 6 days after
being infected.
 Plague symptoms depend on how the person
was exposed to the plague bacteria. The most
common forms are bubonic, pneumonic, and
septicemic.
 Bubonic plague is the most common form of
plague. It usually occurs after the bite from an
infected flea. The most common symptom is a
swollen, painful lymph node, usually in the
groin, armpit or neck. Other symptoms
include fever, chills, headache, and extreme
exhaustion. If it is not treated early, the
bacteria can spread to other parts of the body
and cause septicemic or pneumonic plague.

What animals are known to spread
plague to humans?


Plague is sustained in a natural rodent-flea
cycle.



The most common animals that spread
plague to humans in Colorado are rock
squirrels, wood rats, and prairie dogs.



Infected cats and dogs can spread the
disease to people who handle them. Cats
and dogs can develop symptoms similar to
humans. It is rarer for a dog to show
symptoms of a plague infection.



Septicemic plague occurs when the bacteria
multiply in the bloodstream. Symptoms can
include high fever, exhaustion, lightheadedness, and abdominal pain. This type of
infection can quickly cause organ failure.
 Pneumonic plague is an infection in the lungs.
Symptoms include high fever, chills, cough,
difficulty breathing, and coughing up bloody
mucus. Pneumonic plague is almost always
fatal is not treated rapidly.
(over)

Eleven offices along the front range serving the residents of Adams, Arapahoe and Douglas Counties
Administration Office: 6162 S. Willow Drive, Suite 100  Greenwood Village, CO 80111-5114
Telephone: 303-220-9200  Fax: 303-220-9208  Website: www.tchd.org

What is the treatment for plague?


Plague is a very serious illness, but is
treatable with antibiotics.
 The earlier a patient seeks medical care and
receives treatment that is appropriate for
plague, the better their chances are of a full
recovery.
 Preventive antibiotic therapy may also be
given in certain circumstances.

How do I protect myself and my
family from plague?


How do I keep my pets safe from
plague?










Treat pet dogs and cats
for flea control regularly.
Flea collars have NOT
proven to be effective.
Read labels carefully
before applying flea
control products to your
pet.
Keep pet food in rodent-proof containers.
Monitor indoor/outdoor cats and dogs for
signs of illness including high fever,
tiredness, and swelling around the neck
Take sick pets to the veterinarian promptly.
Be sure to mention possible exposures to
plague such as hunting rodents or spending
time outdoors near rodents.
Do not allow your pets to roam freely.
If your pet catches a rodent, treat your pet
for fleas.








Cats and dogs can
bring plague-infected
fleas into the home.
Do not allow dogs or
cats that roam free to
sleep on your bed.
Monitor indoor/
outdoor cats and dogs
for signs of illness including high fever,
tiredness, and swelling around the neck.
Avoid contact with all rodents, dead or
alive.
Wear gloves when hunting, handling or
skinning wildlife.
Rodent-proof your home and outbuildings
Reduce rodent habitats around residential,
work, and recreational areas. Remove
brush, rock piles, junk, firewood, and
possible food sources, such as pet and wild
animal food.
Use insect repellent to prevent flea bites.

Why does the health department
investigate plague?
It is the responsibility of the
local health department to
investigate animal and human
plague in the community. The
health department also investigates prairie dog
and other rodent die-offs to identify plague
activity to help prevent infections.

If you develop symptoms of plague, see a health care provider immediately. Plague
can be treated with antibiotics. Infected people must be treated promptly to avoid
serious complications or death.
Report sick or dead animals to Tri-County Health Department at 303-220-9200.

CDS-18 (3/2017)

COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT

To: Brian McBroom, City Manager
From: Domenic Martinelli, City Planner
Subject: Oil & Gas Weekly Update
Date: August 7, 2019

Executive Summary:
This weekly update is intended to provide an overview of recent applications that have been submitted
to the Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission (COGCC) or City applications within Commerce
City boundaries.
City Oil and Gas Permits
None received
Land Development Code Updates
Staff has begun meeting internally to discuss potential updates to the Land Development Code (LDC) in
response to the State Senate’s passing of Senate Bill 19-181. Staff will be reviewing the documentation
and feedback that was received from the Oil and Gas Focus Group, and over the next month will be
meeting to discuss overall framework, structure, and begin to list potential updates to the LDC.
Spacing Applications:
Spacing applications depict proposed boundaries for subsurface activity in a broad geographic area (1-2
square miles) for resource identification. They do not identify actual surface use locations or entitle an
operator to commence operations. Consistent with previous practice, the city does not formally comment
or weigh in on spacing applications. The following table shows approved or currently pending spacing
applications.

Docket No

Operator

Location
(Sections)

Intervention
Date

Status

180300262

Petro Operating

Sections 10 & 11, T2S R67W

4/16/2018

Approved

180400300

Extraction Oil and Gas

Sections 21, 22 & 23, T2S R66W

4/16/2018

Approved
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180400284

Extraction Oil and Gas

Sections W½ 26, 27 & 28, T2S R66W

4/16/2018

Approved

180700524

Great Western Operating

Sections 32 & 33, T1S R66W

4/16/2018

Approved

190300473

Extraction Oil and Gas

Sections 3, 4 & 5, T2S R66W

2/25/2019

Pending

190300474

Extraction Oil and Gas

Sections 7 & 8, T2S R66W

2/25/2019

Pending

190300475

Extraction Oil and Gas

Sections 12 & 13, T2S R67W

2/25/2019

Pending

190300476

Extraction Oil and Gas

Sections 9 & 10, T2S R66W

2/25/2019

Pending

Sections 15 & 16, T2S R66W
190300230

Extraction Oil and Gas

Consent
2/25/2019

Sections S½ 22, 27 & 34, T1S R66W

Agenda
Consent
Agenda

190600410

Great Western Operating

Sections 1 & 2, T2S R67W

5/17/2019

Pending

New Applications Received Since Previous Update:
None

Applications Withdrawn:
The applications shown in the table below were previously submitted to the city, but withdrawn.

Docket No

Operator

Location
(Sections)

Intervention
Date

Status

180300233

Extraction Oil and Gas

Sections 27 & 34, T1S R66W,

4/16/2018

Approved – Pending

Section 3, T2S, R66W

Withdrawal

180400303

Extraction Oil and Gas

Sections 1 & N ½12, T2S R67W

4/16/2018

Withdrawn

180400304

Extraction Oil and Gas

Sections S ½12 & 13, T2S R67W

4/16/2018

Withdrawn

180600377

Extraction Oil and Gas

Sections 8 & 9, T2S R66W

4/16/2018

Approved – Pending
Withdrawal

180600433

Extraction Oil and Gas

Sections 11 & 14, T2S R66W

5/25/2018

Approved - Pending
Withdrawal

180600434

Extraction Oil and Gas

Sections 10 & 15, T2S R66W

5/25/2018

Approved - Pending
Withdrawal
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180600437

Extraction Oil and Gas

Sections 4, 5 & 6, T2S R66W

5/25/2018

Approved – Pending
Withdrawal

180700555

Great Western Operating

Sections 12 & 13, T2S R67W

7/16/2018

Withdrawn

190300230

Extraction Oil and Gas

Sections 11 & 12, T2S R66W

2/25/2019

Withdrawn

Sections 13 & 14, T2S R66W

Withdrawn

Form 2:
Form 2’s are the permit for each wellbore and it’s construction. They are primarily related to “downhole”
or geologic issues relative to the underground activities and the impact on minerals. They do not give
permission to commence drilling or production.
Original Intervention
Date or
Comment Deadline

Status

Well
Count

4/12/2018

On Hold

32

Extraction Oil and Gas

4/18/2018

On Hold

16

Condor

Extraction Oil and Gas

4/25/2018

On Hold

16

Red Tail

Extraction Oil and Gas

5/14/2018

On Hold

16

Antelope

Petro Operating, LLC

5/16/2018

Pending

24

Falcon

Extraction Oil and Gas

5/21/2018

On Hold

32

Kestral

Extraction Oil and Gas

5/21/2018

On Hold

16

Jacobson

Great Western Operating

6/20/2018

On Hold

36

Oriole / Hawk

Extraction Oil and Gas

9/5/2018

On Hold

32

Site Name

Operator

Blue Jay

Extraction Oil and Gas

Owl

New Applications Received Since Previous Update:
None

Form 2A:
Form 2A’s are the permit for the surface wellpad location. They examine the site location, the proposed
site plan, the proposed drilling activities to be used, and best management practices for landscaping,
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sound mitigation, and other conditions. All operators listed below have requested holds be placed on the
processing of all Form 2A’s, with the additional request of a 2nd comment period. At that time, the city
will provide formal comment during the time of the 2nd comment period, which the date has yet to be
specified.

Original Intervention Date
or
Comment Deadline

Status

4/25/2018

On Hold

Extraction Oil and Gas

5/27/2018

On Hold

**Antelope

Petro Operating, LLC

5/31/2018

Pending

Falcon

Extraction Oil and Gas

6/9/2018

On Hold

Jacobson

Great Western Operating

7/4/2018

On Hold

Harlo

Extraction Oil and Gas

9/15/2018

On Hold

Red Tail

Extraction Oil and Gas

9/15/2018

On Hold

Site Name

Operator

Condor

Extraction Oil and Gas

Blue Jay

New Applications Received Since Previous Update:

None

**The city provided a comment letter to the COGCC requesting the opening of a second comment period after further
conversations with the operator occur regarding the location. The city currently opposes the proposed location of this site
based on proximity to planned and existing residential, and other health and safety concerns.

